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Reading Response: Thoughts on Social Entrepreneurship
Concepts have power. This is because concepts are made of words and words have power. It is amazing to see how much power some concepts have and how much influence and the impact they can create in our society. The way we use concepts and words in our day to day lives affects the impacts that such concepts have on our lives and in society at large. The concept of social entrepreneurship is being used tremendously in the word across various realms of life. However, in my opinion, I think that this concept is being misused to gain personal favours and to blindfold people and the society on the evils that happen in the name of this concept. Therefore, in this paper, I share my thoughts about the readings in regard to the concept of social entrepreneurship and its impacts in society today by exploring its pros and cons in society as well as the ugly side of this concept and how it is being misused to habours evils against humanity in society.
First, I believe that not every activity in the society that causes social benefits should be referred to as social entrepreneurship. Even though this concept has a connotation of entrepreneurship which has to do with business ventures and nurturing them to realize positive results the meaning of social entrepreneurship delineates from such endeavours. Social entrepreneurship has to do with the fact of having a different mindset that seeks to offset the exiting stable equilibriums to ensure that the society is made to be better than its existing condition. By society here, I mean people and their standards of life and how people are treated and the quality of life in terms of education, social amenities, access to basic needs among many other factors.
Therefore, the pros of this concept are that through it, new mindsets are formed which visualize the society to what it is supposed to be. The true social entrepreneurship therefore targets the existing status quo and stable unjust equilibriums in the society with the aim of completely and positively changing them to create a new set of conditions that goes beyond making the society better. Therefore, social entrepreneurship, I believe that does not entail doing only a percentage of what is supposed to be done to change the society but doing all that is technically possible and altering systems to eliminate problems created by unjust equilibriums such segregation and discrimination and creating a just stable equilibrium that makes the society a better place.
To successfully engage in social entrepreneurship, people have to develop new mindsets that challenge the evils in the social and challenge the status quo to create a complete positive difference in society. Therefore, people should not use the concept of social entrepreneurship to refer to any activity that can be seen to create a positive impact in the lives of people. Rather, I believe that social entrepreneurship should go beyond such activities and should only be used to describe the transformation of broken systems into better and sustainable systems that effectively and completely transform the society to be a better place than it was.
Therefore, its is sad to see how people misuse such social entrepreneurship avenues such as Live Aid to perpetrate evil and suppress freedom of speech, expression and human rights to education, life, health services and others. Reading the articles about how donations were misused by the Ethiopian dictator Mengistu is sad and heartbreaking. Donations are a good way of transforming lives of people by giving them new hope to feel human again and to accomplish development goals which might seem to far. Donations can, therefore, be part of social entrepreneurship if all the money donated goes to the intended uses and not to satisfy individual ego. It is however very unfortunate that some people in society use the donations meant to better the lives victims of war to fund and increase the war that brings that suffering which created the need for the same donation. Those who do that hold the view that by supporting the war, they are trying to create a better environment for their supporters or for their people. In my view, that is no social entrepreneurship.
The ugly side about social entrepreneurship is that it disrupts even the stable just equilibriums in society. The force of social entrepreneurship is great and sometimes in the process of carrying out social entrepreneurship, other well-functioning systems that exhibit justice and equality in society are disrupted. The society does not exist in a state of 100% bad or good. There is always a percentage of good. Therefore, some changes that are brought about by social entrepreneurship through the transformation of broken systems create a disruption for the already working systems and this create more and more problems for the society. Therefore, careful considerations have to be made to ensure that only negative and broken systems are transformed.
Therefore, my thoughts regarding this concept is that with the increasing use of the concept of social entrepreneurship, there is a risk of overusing this concept to refer to other things that do not meet the threshold of being categorized as social entrepreneurship. When this happens, it will be difficult to distinguish social entrepreneurship from other social improvement transformations in the society. Therefore, guidelines on what entails this concept ought to be made clear to various stakeholders to save the society from a possible crisis that can brought about by the success of the use of the concept of social entrepreneurship. I feel the term will be confused with non-profit management and other things such as corporate social responsibility
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some of the questions I would like to discuss further considering that the current status of this concept is that it is more often than not being misused include; what can be done to ensure that the concept of social entrepreneurship is only used to denote the transformations that positively shape the society? I would also like to discuss further on the origins of misconception or misuse of social entrepreneurship in society and how they can be avoided to avoid further misuse of the concept. I am also wondering, should only those transformations that heal the broken systems in the society be referred to as social entrepreneurship or the concept should also evolve to accommodate other incomplete transformations that create a positive impact?
